WHAT TO FEED YOUR GREAT DANE:

We use and recommend Purina dog food! Purina has wonderful promotions, coupons and redemption programs where you can earn food checks, vet checks, even restaurant and national store gift cards.  Save your weight seals on the sides of the bags for this program. More information can be found on their website.   http://www.proplan.com 

We use Purina Pro Plan Large Breed Puppy food for all of our Great Dane puppies from weaning through at least 12 months.  After 12 months we use and recommend Purina One Smart Blend. We alternate between the Lamb and Rice and Chicken and Rice formulas. 
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We also use canned food from Purina. 
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FEEDING YOUR GREAT DANE PUPPY

Never feed your Great Dane puppy or adult 1 meal a day. Their food should always be divided! 3 meals a day up to 3 month, and then  2 meals a day from 3 months throughout their entire life. 

2 months 2-4 cups per day - (divided into 3 meals daily)
3 months 3-5 cups per day - (divided into 2 meals daily) 
4 months 4-6 cups per day - (divided into 2 meals daily)
5 months 5-7 cups per day - (divided into 2 meals daily 
6 months 6-8 cups per day - (divided into 2 meals daily)
7 months..... 6-9 cups per day - (divided into 2 meals daily)
8 months..... 6-9 cups per day - (divided into 2 meals daily) 
9-12 months....7-10 cups per day- (divided into 2 meals daily)

12 -18 months (males).... 8-14 cups a day (divided into 2 meals daily)
12 -18 month (females)... 6-9 cups a day (divided into 2 meals daily)

After Cropping Ear Care:
On day 5, remove all wraps. Clean the ears thoroughly with alcohol. 

On day 7, prepare the posts for re-wrapping. When you are ready to put the ears up, you need to snip a stitch in the middle of the ear. Do not remove the stitches, just snip the stitch and re-post. Instructions for posting are below. 

On day 12, unwrap the ears and clean. The stitches should be lose and may start coming out. Just let them be. 

On day 14, you can remove any stitches that may still be there. Re-wrap. 

Every seven to ten days, you need to take the ears down, clean them, and repost them. With good ear leather, and fastidious posting, generally ears are up by 14-16 weeks. Pay attention to when your puppy is cutting teeth, as you may need to re-post during this time as many ears seem effected by cutting new teeth, and may require posting through this time. 
Posting Instructions:

What you need:

Small size Backer-Rod (sold at Home Depot, Lowes)

Duct Tape

3 M Paper Tape

Zonas Porus Tape

Scissors

Cut the backer rod to the length of the ear, from the “ledge” to the tip. Wrap the backer rod with Duct Tape. This adds stability to the backer rod, and makes the post.   

Backwards wrap the post with Zonas Porus tape. This means that the sticky side of the tape will be on the outside of the post, and will be what adheres the post to the ear. 

Have some strips of the paper tape pre cut in about 4 inch lengths. Place the post in the ear on the ledge.  Fold the ear over the post so that it is like a “taco” the post being the filling, and the ear being the taco shell! Using the paper tape, start taping the ear at the base. You will overlap the lengths of paper tape so that the whole ear is covered in paper tape from base to tip.  Do this to both ears. 

Using Zonas Porus tape, make a “bridge” to hold the posted ears up straight. 

Kendall Curity Zonas Porus Tape:  We purchase this online at www.buyemp.com and it is item number #2531 

Nexcare 3M Paper Tape: it comes in multiple displays; we buy it at Wal-Mart, CVS, Wal-Greens

Orange-Sol: We use and SWEAR by this adhesive remover! It is listed under their medical products. 

 www.orange-sol.com 1-800-877-7771 
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Grooming : 
We use Burnished Bronze Shampoo.  It is manufactured by Ring 5 ~ You can google it but we buy it at dog shows, or on Amazon :-) As a general rule a dog only needs a bath when its coat gets soiled, with mud or urine for example. Generally   a bath every month is more than adequate, sometimes even 6-8 weeks is often enough. 



Zoom Groom for Dogs~ It is DA BOMB! We only use it when they are shedding; much to the dogs dismay... when they see us grab it, they will line up and push each other out of the way to get to us so we will brush them with it~ You can purchase them online or at Pet Smart, Pet-co etc. 



